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PRESIDENT HEINEMAN : Tha n k y ou , Senator Schimek . Mr . Cler k .

CLERK: Mr . Pre sident, the nex t issue thi s m orning, LR l l
offered by Senator Janssen and others. It's a resolution t h a t
would propose an amendment t o Article III, section 24 of the
Nebraska Co nstitution. The reso lution wa s intr oduced on
January 13 of this year, at that time referred to the General
Affairs Committee. The resolution was advanced to General File.
I do have committee amendments pending, Mr. President. (AM0298.
L egi s l a t i v e J ou r n al p ag e 6 2 1 . )

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Than k you, Mr. Clerk. The Chair w ou ld
recognize Senator Janssen to open on his LR llCA.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Mr. Lieutenant Governor. Me mbers
of the Legislature, LR llCA is a straightforward proposal If
approved by th e p e op l e , i t wou l d a l l ow t he Leg i s l a t u r e t o
authorize and regulate games like that found in a casino. The
way the gam i ng is d efined in the green copy is changed by the
c ommit t e e a m e n d men t wi t h a n a me n d men t t h a t c l a r i f i e s t h e i n t e n t .
They both , e s s e n t i a l l y , al l ow th e Leg i s l a t u r e t o aut hor i ze ga m es
of chance played with cards, dice, machines like slot m achines,
equipment like roulette, essentially, games that would be played
in casinos. These are the same types of games that were allowed
in Se n a t o r Sch i me k ' s b i l l , a s we l l . Now a s ma n y o f y ou k n o w,
we' ve talked about this before, I 've worked ha rd for seve ral
years wi t h Sen a t o r Sch i me k an d o t h e r s t o b r i n g t h e i s sue of
expanded gaming to the ballot in the state of Neb raska. Th is
has been a top ic of d iscussion as long as I' ve been in the
Legis l a t u r e , and we ' ve t a l k e d abo u t t h a t ye s t e r da y a n d t he da y
before. During tha t sam e time, we' ve discussed, studied and
even argued over the issue of expanded gaming. We ' ve watched
casinos being built on our borders and Nebraskans chose to spend
their entertainment dollars at those facilities. I b elieve that
the people's frustration has boiled over recently in the state
and has re sulted i n a su cces sful pe t ition e ff crt th at is
awaiting a legal decision by our courts. This petition, to me.
and I believe to all of you, was a wake-up call in t h is sta t e.
And i t w a s a si g n t h a t i f t h e L eg i s l a t u r e , I sa y t he Le gi s l a t ur e
does not take the leadership role in this issue, then the people
of t h e st a t e wi l l do i t , a n d we j u s t mi g h t n o t l i k e wha t we ge t .
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